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July 15, 2024 OFFICE OF THE 
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· · ·
Kerry K. Bigelow, MMC
City Clerk
kbigelow@chulavistaca.gov
(619) 407-3590 (direct)
Audrey Malone
Deputy Director,                City Clerk Services
amalone@chulavistaca.gov 
(619) 409-5869 (direct)


Office Contact Info 
cityclerk@chulavistaca.gov
(619) 691-5041 (department)
276 Fourth Avenue
Chula Vista, CA 91910
chulavistaca.gov/cityclerk
· · ·
Office Hours 
Regular Office Hours: 
Monday – Thursday, 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
Friday, 8 a.m. to noon; excluding holidays.


Dear Candidate: 
Congratulations on qualifying to run in the November general (runoff) election.
This Runoff Election Candidate Filing Guide contains essential information about running in the November election. 
To avoid redundancy and save resources, we have omitted some information from the original Filing Guide you received for the March election. Please refer to your original Filing Guide for information on Chula Vista’s elected positions, campaign contribution regulations, and ballot designation regulations. Additional paper and electronic copies are available from our office.
The Chula Vista Office of the City Clerk is committed to providing you with the best possible service. Please feel welcome to contact me if you have any questions or feedback.
I wish you the best of luck in your campaign endeavors.
[image: ]Sincerely,


Kerry K. Bigelow, MMC
City Clerk
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[bookmark: _Toc171515753]Calendar of Events – November 5, 2024 Election
	DATE
	EVENT
	PAGE

	July 15, 2024
	FILING PERIOD – FIRST DAY
	

	July 30
	BALLOT DESIGNATION CHANGE DEADLINE. E.C. § 13107(h)
	4

	July 31
	CAMPAIGN STATEMENT DUE. Semi-annual campaign statement covering the period through 06/30/24.
	12

	August 7 –
November 5
	24-HOUR CONTRIBUTION REPORTS. File within 24 hours of receiving $1,000 or more from a single source.
	12

	August 9, NOON
	FILING PERIOD ENDS - DEADLINE TO FILE CANDIDATE STATEMENT.
	4

	August 10 –
August 19
	PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD FOR CANDIDATE’S STATEMENTS. 
E.C. § 13313
	9

	August 12, 
5:00 p.m.
	CANDIDATE’S STATEMENT - DEADLINE TO WITHDRAW. 
E.C. § 13307(a)(3)
	6

	August 15
	DRAWING OF RANDOM ALPHABET. The randomized alphabet is used to determine the order of names on the ballot. E.C. § 13112
	5

	August 30
	DEADLINE TO RESOLVE ALL LEGAL CHALLENGES.
	

	September 26
	CAMPAIGN STATEMENT DUE. 1st Pre-election campaign statement, covering 7/1/24 through 9/21/24.
	12

	September 26
	VOTER INFORMATION GUIDES START GOING OUT TO REGISTERED VOTERS. See details at www.sdvote.com.
	

	October 7 – 12
	BALLOTS MAILED TO ALL REGISTERED VOTERS. Ballots are mailed to all persons registered to vote. E.C. § 3000.5
	26

	October 8
	EARLY VOTING BEGINS AT THE REGISTRAR’S OFFICE. Early voting is available Monday – Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
	

	October 8
	BALLOT DROP BOX LOCATIONS OPEN. 
	

	October 21
	VOTER REGISTRATION DEADLINE. Deadline to register to vote for this election. After this date, people can still register and vote at any vote center. E.C. § 2102, 2170
	

	October 24
	CAMPAIGN STATEMENT DUE. 2nd Pre-election campaign statement covering 9/22/24 through 10/19/24.
	12

	October 26 – November 5
	SELECT VOTE CENTERS OPEN. Open daily from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. through November 4 and 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Election Day.
	

	November 2 – 5 
	ALL VOTE CENTERS OPEN. Open daily from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. through November 4 and 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Election Day.
	

	November 5
	ELECTION DAY. All vote centers are open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Ballot drop boxes close at 8 p.m. E.C. § 14212
	26

	December 5
	ELECTION RESULTS ARE CERTIFIED. The Registrar must certify election results no later than 30 days after the election. E.C. § 15372
	28

	January 31, 2025
	CAMPAIGN STATEMENT DUE. Semi-annual campaign statement for all committees unless the committee filed termination Forms 410 and 460 before 12/31/24. Statement covers the period 10/19/2024 through 12/31/24.
	12


[bookmark: _Ref517790873][bookmark: _Ref45043495][bookmark: _Toc171515754]Candidate Filing Deadlines

BALLOT DESIGNATION CHANGE DEADLINE (OPTIONAL) – JULY 30, 5:00 P.M.
To change your ballot designation from that which was submitted for the March ballot, the following documents must be received by the deadline:
· [bookmark: _Hlk519014551][bookmark: _Hlk45202969]Ballot Designation Worksheet with original signature
· Supporting documentation for the use of the desired designation
· Written request to change ballot designation with original signature
CANDIDATE’S STATEMENT DEADLINE – AUGUST 9, NOON. 
The following must be received by the filing deadline if you wish to have a candidate’s statement:
· Candidate’s Statement of Qualifications (“candidate’s statement”) -- form required, even if no statement is submitted. Please submit your draft statement electronically in Microsoft Word by emailing it to the City Clerk before filing. Your final statement will be printed and signed during your meeting with the City Clerk to submit your filing documents. See page 6
· Deposit for the estimated cost of the candidate’s statement if submitted. You can pay by check payable to the “City of Chula Vista” or credit card at www.chulavistaca.gov/candidates.  

	Seat 
	Estimated Cost[footnoteRef:2] [2:  The estimated cost of the candidate’s statement is due at the time of filing. If the final cost is less than the estimate, the difference will be refunded to the candidate. If the final cost is more than the estimate, the candidate will be required to pay the difference. ] 


	Councilmember, District 3 or 4 
	$1,900 



CANDIDATE DOCUMENT SUBMITTAL PROCEDURES
Appointments are strongly encouraged. Contact the City Clerk to make an appointment. Those without an appointment will be assisted between scheduled appointments in the order in which they arrived.

CITY CLERK ADVANCE REVIEW OF DRAFT DOCUMENTS
[bookmark: _Toc456278967][bookmark: _Toc94618891]To streamline document submission appointments, we recommend you email your draft statement for review to kbigelow@chulavistaca.gov  and amalone@chulavistaca.gov. We aim to return unofficial word counts for draft statements and technical feedback on draft form completeness within one business day. Up to two courtesy advance reviews will be provided for each candidate

[bookmark: _Toc171515755]Ballot Designation and Order of Names on the Ballot
[bookmark: _Ref442260937][bookmark: _Toc517697580][bookmark: _Toc171515756]Ballot Designation
	RUNOFF CANDIDATES
	Ballot designations shall remain the same for the November election as what was used for the March election for each candidate in the runoff, unless the candidate, at least 98 days before the November election (July 30), requests in writing a different designation that the candidate is entitled to use at the time of the request. A Ballot Designation Worksheet must be completed for all ballot designations. E. C. § 13107(h)


[bookmark: _Toc23770685][bookmark: _Ref45130369][bookmark: _Toc171515757][bookmark: _Ref442261069]Order of Names on the Ballot
	WHEN DETERMINED
	On August 15, the Secretary of State will conduct a random alphabet drawing, and the Registrar of Voters will follow this same alphabet. Names of candidates will be arranged on the ballot in accordance with the random alphabet. E.C. § 13112



[bookmark: _Ref45130326][bookmark: _Ref45130490][bookmark: _Toc171515758][bookmark: _Ref171519310]


Candidate Statement Guidelines 
(E.C. §§ 13307 – 13313 Excerpts)
	
FILING PERIOD
	The candidate’s statement shall be filed in the City Clerk’s Office no later than NOON on August 9. E.C. § 13307 

	CONTENTS
	The statement may contain the name, age, and occupation of the candidate and a brief description of no more than 200 words of the candidate’s education and qualifications expressed by the candidate. E.C. § 13307; Council Reso No. 2024-055

	PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD
	During the 10-calendar-day public examination period, any voter of the jurisdiction in which the election is being held, or the elections official may seek a writ of mandate or an injunction requiring any or all of the material in the candidate's statement to be amended or deleted. E.C. § 13313

	CONTENT RESTRICTIONS
	Political Party Affiliation. The candidate’s statement shall not include the party affiliation of the candidate, nor membership or activity in partisan political organizations. E.C. § 13307

May Make No Reference to Another Candidate. In addition to the restrictions set forth in E.C. § 13307, the candidate’s statement shall be limited to a recitation of the candidate’s own personal background and qualifications and shall not in any way make reference to other candidates for that office or to another candidate’s qualifications, character, or activities. E.C. § 13308; See also Dean v. Superior Court [62 Cal.App.4th 638 (1998)]

	LIABILITY
	Nothing in this section shall be deemed to make any such statement or the authors thereof free or exempt from any civil or criminal action or penalty because of any false, slanderous, or libelous statements offered for printing or contained in the sample ballot and voter information pamphlet. E.C. § 13307

	WITHDRAWAL
	The statement may be withdrawn, but not changed, until 5 p.m. of the next business day after the close of the nomination period. E.C. § 13307

	CONFIDENTIAL
	The candidate’s statements shall remain confidential until the close of the filing deadline. E.C. § 13311

	CHINESE, FILIPINO, SPANISH & VIETNAMESE TRANSLATION
	All voter information pamphlet text, including candidate’s statements, is translated into Chinese, Filipino, Spanish and Vietnamese. In addition to receiving an English voter information pamphlet, registered voters may also request a pamphlet in Chinese, Filipino, Spanish, or Vietnamese. Registered voters who were born in Chinese- or Spanish-speaking countries, the Philippines, or Vietnam, will also be sent a pamphlet in the language of the country in which they were born. This is in compliance with the Federal Voting Rights Act. On Election Day, Chinese, Filipino, Spanish and Vietnamese sample ballot and voter information pamphlets will be available at every polling location.

	COST
	Candidate’s statements are paid for at the time they are filed. See pg.4 for the estimated cost. The cost is calculated to recover expenses for translating into four languages, typesetting, printing, addressing, labor and mailing of the candidate’s statements. If the final cost of the statement is less than the estimate, the difference will be refunded to the candidate. If the cost is more, the candidate will be required to pay the difference. City Council Resolution No. 2024-055

	The City Clerk is prohibited from printing or circulating any statement that she determines is not limited to the candidate’s own personal background and qualifications, or that includes any reference prohibited by E.C. § 13308.


[bookmark: _Toc171515759]Word Count
E.C. § 9 (amended by Stats. 2014, Ch. 697, Sec. 3, Effective Jan 1, 2015)
The following shall apply to the counting of words:
1. Punctuation is not counted.
2. Each word shall be counted as one word except as specified in this section.
3. All proper nouns, including geographical names, shall be considered one word. 
4. Each abbreviation for a word, phrase, or expression shall be counted as one word. 
5. Hyphenated words that appear in any generally available standard reference dictionary published in the United States at any time within the 10 calendar years immediately preceding the election for which the words are counted, shall be considered as one word. Each part of all other hyphenated words shall be counted as a separate word.
6. Dates shall be counted as one word. 
7. Any number consisting of a digit or digits shall be considered as one word. Any number which is spelled, such as “one,” shall be considered as a separate word or words. “One” shall be counted as one word, whereas “one hundred” shall be counted as two words. “100” shall be counted as one word.
8. Telephone numbers shall be counted as one word.
9. Internet website addresses shall be counted as one word.
This section shall not apply to counting words for ballot designations under E.C. § 13107.
Examples of Common Words & Expressions
	Word/Phrase
	Word Count
	Source/Explanation

	City of Chula Vista
	1
	#3, above

	Councilmember
	1
	#2, above; “councilmember” appears as one word in the dictionary

	PTA or ACLU
	1 ea.
	#4, above

	Self-employed
	1
	#5, above; “self-employed” appears as a hyphenated word in the dictionary

	Top-to-bottom
	3
	#5, above; “top-to-bottom” does not appear as a hyphenated word combination in the dictionary

	6/8/2024 or November 8, 2024
	1 ea.
	#6, above

	619-691-5041
	1
	#8, above

	www.chulavistaca.gov
	1
	#9, above

	1st or 4/5ths
	1 ea.
	Verbal advice from Secretary of State (8/15/14)

	Four-fifths or one-half
	2 ea.
	#7, above

	50% or #5 or 2024
	1 ea.
	Secretary of State Word Count Standards (11/2014)

	Monetary Amounts, e.g. $4,000,000
	1
	Secretary of State Word Count Standards (11/2014)

	Numbers or letters used to identify a portion of text, such as (1) or (a)
	1 ea.
	#7, above



[bookmark: _Toc171515760]San Diego Registrar of Voters’ Policy on Formatting
Candidate’s statements must be submitted on or attached to the form provided by the City Clerk. Please type the statement single-spaced in block paragraphs.
The following WILL NOT be permitted:
	· Multiple punctuations, such as extra exclamation points
	· Stars, bullets, graphics

	· 
	· Tables

	· Lists
	· Enhanced text – Bold, ALL CAPS, underline, italics

	· Handwritten statement
	


Candidates are asked to submit their draft statements electronically in Microsoft Word by emailing them to the City Clerk before filing. The final statement will be printed and signed during the meeting with the City Clerk to submit all filing documents. If there are any discrepancies between the hard copy and the electronic copy, the hard copy will prevail.
CANDIDATES ARE ADVISED TO CAREFULLY CHECK THEIR STATEMENTS FOR ERRORS IN SPELLING, PUNCTUATION, AND GRAMMAR in all sections of the candidate’s statement. The Registrar of Voters is authorized to make corrections only to the format of the statement to fit into the Voter Information Pamphlet.
The California Elections Code intends uniformity of appearance of the candidate’s statements. By preparing a candidate’s statement in accordance with the above guidelines, each statement will be uniformly printed and allowed the same amount of space in the Voter Information Pamphlet. This avoids favored composition or printing of one candidate’s statement over another.
Sample:
	
JANE DOE	Age: ## [Age is optional]

Profession/Occupation 
[The occupation in your candidate’s statement does NOT have to match your official Ballot Designation.]
Format/Content: This is an example of an acceptable format for a candidate’s statement. The guidelines for the statement’s content are in a separate section of the Candidate Filing Guide.

Highlights:  It is unacceptable for statements to be handwritten. Enhanced text will not be permitted. 

Paragraphs:  The candidate’s statement is printed in “block” paragraphs, which means each paragraph will start on the left, and the right margins will be justified, as shown in this example. Space between paragraphs will be included to the degree that it will fit on the allotted one-half page. Special indentations are not permitted. 

If a list of items (e.g., associations, goals, etc.) is submitted, it will appear as follows (with “…” separating each item): Goal number one…Goal number two…Goal number three. 

Here is an example of a numbered list:  1. Goal number one; 2. Goal number two; and 3. Goal number three. Keep in mind that the list numbers (“1.,” “2.,” and “3.”) each count as one word toward the 200-word maximum.

If a list is submitted in an unacceptable format, the Registrar of Voters will modify it to conform to these rules.


[bookmark: _Toc23770693][bookmark: _Ref45130281][bookmark: _Ref107999613][bookmark: _Toc171515761]Public Examination Period for Candidate’s Statements


PUBLIC EXAMINATION PERIOD
FOR THE
November 5, 2024
GENERAL (RUNOFF) MUNICIPAL ELECTION


[bookmark: _Toc23770694][bookmark: _Ref441576393][bookmark: _Ref441576401][bookmark: _Ref441576444][bookmark: _Ref441576625]State law provides for a “public examination period” of all candidate’s statements. E.C. § 13313
During this period, the elections official or any voter of the jurisdiction in which the election is being held who believes any portion of these materials to be false, misleading or inconsistent with applicable laws and regulations may seek a writ of mandate or injunction requiring any or all of the materials to be amended or deleted. The writ of mandate or injunction request must be filed no later than the end of the 10-calendar-day public examination period.
The public examination period for candidate’s statements is: 	
August 10 – August 19
Candidate’s statements will be available for public review at the Office of the City Clerk during regular business hours, as posted, and by request to cityclerk@chulavistaca.gov or (619) 691-5041. The statements will also be posted to the City Clerk’s webpage following the filing deadline at: www.chulavistaca.gov/elections. 

Deadline to Resolve Legal Challenges
All legal challenges must be resolved 67 days before Election Day (August 30) in order for there not to be any delays in printing the ballot and impacting the administration of the election. This date is determined by the Registrar of Voters.

[bookmark: _Toc171515762]Financial & Campaign Disclosure Information
This section is for general information only. It is not comprehensive and does not detail all filing requirements and obligations. Consult the resources available through the Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC) and/or your legal advisor for more comprehensive information. 
FPPC MANUAL 2 FOR CAMPAIGN DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS CAN BE FOUND AT WWW.FPPC.CA.GOV
[bookmark: _Toc23770695][bookmark: _Toc171515763]Online Filing of Campaign Disclosure Documents
[bookmark: _Toc23770696]The City of Chula Vista requires all candidates and committees to electronically file campaign disclosure statements, except filers exempt from electronic filing under G.C. § 84615. The City Clerk’s online filing system, NetFile, allows filers to complete and submit campaign finance disclosure forms online or simply upload a file containing campaign finance information from a third-party software provider. This free online service is available to any local elected official, candidate or committee required to file campaign disclosure documents with the City of Chula Vista. 
Log into NetFile at: www.netfile.com/filer. To obtain a NetFile account, contact the City Clerk.
[bookmark: _Toc171515764]State Requirements
[bookmark: _Toc23770697]The Political Reform Act (Title 9 of the Government Code) was adopted by voter initiative in 1974 and has been periodically amended by state legislation and through ballot initiatives. The Act, in part, provides that:
· Receipts and expenditures in election campaigns should be fully and truthfully disclosed in order that the voters may be fully informed and improper practices may be inhibited. G.C. § 81002(a)
· Assets and income of public officials which may be materially affected by their official actions should be disclosed; and
· In appropriate circumstances, the officials should be disqualified from acting in order that conflicts of interest may be avoided. G.C. § 81002(c)
The Political Reform Act is administered by the FPPC, which provides manuals, instruction sheets, and disclosure forms that must be used in order for candidates, officeholders, and committees to comply with the Act. 
Required forms are available through the online filing system, NetFile, at the Office of the City Clerk, and on the FPPC website at www.fppc.ca.gov. Please obtain and refer to the information and guidelines regarding financial disclosure requirements of the Act. 
Some disclosure requirements must be met prior to the solicitation or receipt of any contribution or loan, and prior to use of any of the candidate’s personal funds in support of his or her campaign. Please examine materials provided carefully to ensure that you follow the law.
[bookmark: _Toc171515765]Local Requirements
[bookmark: _Toc23770698]The City of Chula Vista has imposed contribution limitations on campaigns for City elective offices. These requirements and limitations are in addition to state requirements. Please refer to CVMC § 2.52 (available online at www.chulavistaca.gov).
All city officeholders, candidates and committees must report contributions and expenditures online via NetFile, unless exempt from electronic filing under G.C. § 84615. All officeholders, candidates and committees are encouraged to file electronically; however, if exempt from electronic filing, reports may instead be submitted on FPPC forms. All filings must comply with disclosure requirements and filing deadlines set forth in the Political Reform Act.
[bookmark: _Toc171515766]Federal Requirements
[bookmark: _Toc23770699]The Federal Election Campaign Act (52 U.S. Code § 30121) prohibits contributions from foreign nationals, national banks or national corporations in connection with any local, state, or federal election for political office.
[bookmark: _Toc171515767]Important Agency Contact Information
	Agency
	Contact Information
	Topics

	CITY OF CHULA VISTA
Office of the City Clerk
	276 Fourth Avenue
Chula Vista, CA 91910
Phone:	(619) 691-5041
www.chulavistaca.gov/elections
cityclerk@chulavistaca.gov  
	· Local Committees and 
Candidates
· Forms and Manuals
· Filing Schedules
· Review & Obtain Filed Reports

	SAN DIEGO COUNTY
Registrar of Voters
	5600 Overland Avenue
San Diego, CA  92123
Phone:	(858) 565-5800
www.sdvote.com
rovmail@sdcounty.ca.gov 
	· Mail Ballots
· Voter Index/Precinct Lists
· Mailing Labels
· Voter Registration

	SECRETARY OF STATE
Political Reform Division
	Political Reform Division
1500 11th Street, 4th Floor, Rm 495
Sacramento, CA  95814
Phone:	(916) 653-6224
www.sos.ca.gov
​​​​​​​prd@sos.ca.gov 
	· Committee Identification
Numbers
· Formation and Termination of Committees

	FAIR POLITICAL PRACTICES COMMISSION (FPPC)
	1102 Q Street, Suite 3050
Sacramento, CA  95811
Phone:	(866) 275-3772 (Toll Free)
Fax:	(916) 322-0886
www.fppc.ca.gov
advice@fppc.ca.gov 
	· Campaign Disclosure
· Conflict of Interest Disclosure
· Conflicts of Interest
· Proper Use of Campaign Funds


[bookmark: _Toc171515768]Campaign Disclosure Filing Information
[bookmark: _Ref517697448][bookmark: _Toc45129963][bookmark: _Toc171515769]Filing Schedule
[image: ]
[image: Graphical user interface, text, application, email

Description automatically generated]

[bookmark: _Ref441647807][bookmark: _Toc45129964][bookmark: _Toc171515770]Candidate & Treasurer Training Webinar

CANDIDATE & TREASURER WEBINARS

Presented by the

Fair Political Practices Commission

The webinars will be held:

Thursday, July 25, 2024 &
Tuesday, August 13, 2024
6 p.m. – 8 p.m.

Via Webinar

This workshop will cover:
· Getting Started Activities
· Campaign Reporting and Advertising
· Post-Election Activities


Reservations are required 
Register online at: 
www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/training-and-outreach/candidates-treasurers-committees.html  


*Additional training dates may be added. Check the link above for updates. 












	

[bookmark: _Toc45129965][bookmark: _Toc171515771]After the Election
When the election is over, the responsibilities of candidates and treasurers are not yet finished. Future activities depend on whether the candidate won or lost. But all candidates -- successful and unsuccessful -- must continue filing campaign statements until the committee is terminated.
A candidate toolkit is available through the FPPC with guidelines on what to do after the election, including how to handle surplus funds and terminate a committee: 
www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/campaign-rules/candidate-toolkit-getting-started/after-the-election.html 


[bookmark: _Toc171515772]Terminating Your Committee
[bookmark: _Toc149229041][image: ]
Pay-to-Play Limits and Prohibitions (Section 84308)
Reproduced from the FPPC website at: www.fppc.ca.gov/content/fppc-v2/fppc-www/learn/pay-to-play-limits-and-prohibitions.html. For questions about 84308 (SB 1439), contact advice@fppc.ca.gov. 
In order to promote transparency and fairness in the governmental decision making process there are rules in place to prevent public officials from being unfairly influenced by contributors to their campaign. The type of activity these laws were enacted to limit is often referred to as “pay-to-play”. 
A law aimed at preventing pay-to-play politics, Section 84308 generally prohibits a party seeking a contract (other than competitively bid), license, permit, or other entitlement for use from making a contribution of more than $250 to an official of the agency. Statutes such as Section 84308 aim to maintain the integrity and public perception of government bodies and to prevent a culture in which bidders or applicants believe it is necessary to make political contributions to receive government contracts or permits. 
In 2022, the California Legislature passed SB 1439, a bill that amended Section 84308 of the Political Reform Act (“the Act”). The changes took effect on January 1, 2023. The amendments significantly broadened the scope of the statute—most significantly by applying the statute’s restrictions to agencies whose members are directly elected by voters. 
Section 84308 prohibits certain officials, including local elected officials, from taking part in an entitlement for use proceeding if the official has received a contribution exceeding $250 from a party or participant in the proceeding within the preceding 12 months. An official is also prohibited from accepting, soliciting, or directing a contribution exceeding $250 from a party or participant in the proceeding for 12 months after a final decision is rendered in such a proceeding.
As of January 1, 2023, Section 84308 now operates differently in two key ways:
1. Section 84308 now applies to agencies whose members are directly elected by voters including local elected officials such as city councilmembers and county supervisors serving on their respective boards; and
2. Officials are prohibited from accepting, soliciting, or directing a contribution exceeding $250 from a party or participant for 12 months after the final decision of a proceeding.


[bookmark: _Toc171515773]Political Advertisements & Signage
[bookmark: _Toc171515774]Political Advertisement Requirements
Any paid political advertisement that refers to an election or to any candidate for state or local elective office and that is contained in or distributed with a newspaper, shall bear on each surface or page thereof, in type or lettering at least half as large as the type or lettering of the advertisement or in 10-point roman type, whichever is larger, the words “Paid Political Advertisement.” The words shall be set apart from any other printed matter. 
As used in this section “paid political advertisement” shall mean and shall be limited to, published statements paid for by advertisers for purposes of supporting or defeating any person who has filed for an elective state or local office. E.C. § 20008 (Enacted by Stats. 1994, Ch. 920, Sec. 2.)
[bookmark: _Toc171515775]Mass Mailing of Campaign Literature
Mass Mailing Definition
“Mass mailing” means over two hundred substantially similar pieces of mail, but does not include a form letter or other mail which is sent in response to an unsolicited request, letter or other inquiry. G.C. § 82041.5 (Amended (as amended June 7, 1988, by Prop. 73) by Stats. 1988, Ch. 1027, Sec. 1)
City Clerk Duties
A copy of G.C. § 84305 (see below) shall be provided by the City Clerk to each candidate or his or her agent at the time of filing the declaration of candidacy. E.C. § 16 (Enacted by Stats. 1994, Ch. 920, Sec. 2.)
Public Expense
No newsletter or other mass mailing shall be sent at public expense. G.C. § 89001 (Amended June 7, 1988, by initiative Proposition 73, Sec. 3.)
California Government Code Sections 84305 and 84305.5 
G.C. § 84305
(a) (1) Except as provided in subdivision (b), a candidate, candidate controlled committee established for an elective office for the controlling candidate, or political party committee shall not send a mass mailing unless the name, street address, and city of the candidate or committee are shown on the outside of each piece of mail in the mass mailing and on at least one of the inserts included within each piece of mail of the mailing in no less than 6-point type that is in a color or print that contrasts with the background so as to be easily legible. A post office box may be stated in lieu of a street address if the candidate’s, candidate controlled committee established for an elective office for the controlling candidate’s, or political party committee’s address is a matter of public record with the Secretary of State.
(2) Except as provided in subdivision (b), a committee, other than a candidate controlled committee established for an elective office for the controlling candidate or a political party committee, shall not send a mass mailing that is not required to include a disclosure pursuant to Section 84504.2 unless the name, street address, and city of the committee is shown on the outside of each piece of mail in the mass mailing and on at least one of the inserts included within each piece of mail of the mailing in no less than 6-point type that is in a color or print that contrasts with the background so as to be easily legible. A post office box may be stated in lieu of a street address if the committee’s address is a matter of public record with the Secretary of State.
(b) If the sender of the mass mailing is a single candidate or committee, the name, street address, and city of the candidate or committee need only be shown on the outside of each piece of mail.
(c) (1) A candidate, candidate controlled committee established for an elective office for the controlling candidate, or political party committee shall not send a mass electronic mailing unless the name of the candidate or committee is shown in the electronic mailing preceded by the words “Paid for by” in at least the same size font as a majority of the text in the electronic mailing.
(2) A committee, other than a candidate controlled committee established for an elective office for the controlling candidate or a political party committee, shall not send a mass electronic mailing that is not required to include a disclosure pursuant to Section 84502 or 84504.3 unless the name of the committee is shown in the electronic mailing preceded by the words “Paid for by” in at least the same size font as a majority of the text in the electronic mailing.
(d) If the sender of a mass mailing is a controlled committee, the name of the person controlling the committee shall be included in addition to the information required by subdivision (a) or (c).
(e) For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
(1) “Mass electronic mailing” means sending more than 200 substantially similar pieces of electronic mail within a calendar month. “Mass electronic mailing” does not include a communication that was solicited by the recipient, including, but not limited to, acknowledgments for contributions or information that the recipient communicated to the organization.
(2) “Sender” means the candidate, candidate controlled committee established for an elective office for the controlling candidate, or political party committee who pays for the largest portion of expenditures attributable to the designing, printing, and posting of the mailing which are reportable pursuant to Sections 84200 to 84216.5, inclusive.
(3) To “pay for” a share of the cost of a mass mailing means to make, to promise to make, or to incur an obligation to make, any payment: (A) to any person for the design, printing, postage, materials, or other costs of the mailing, including salaries, fees, or commissions, or (B) as a fee or other consideration for an endorsement or, in the case of a ballot measure, support or opposition, in the mailing.
(f) This section does not apply to a mass mailing or mass electronic mailing that is paid for by an independent expenditure.
(Amended by Stats. 2019, Ch. 558, Sec. 1. (AB 864) Effective January 1, 2020. Note: This section was added on June 4, 1974, by initiative Prop. 9.)
G.C. § 84305.5. 
(a) No slate mailer organization or committee primarily formed to support or oppose one or more ballot measures shall send a slate mailer unless:
(1) The name, street address, and city of the slate mailer organization or committee primarily formed to support or oppose one or more ballot measures are shown on the outside of each piece of slate mail and on at least one of the inserts included with each piece of slate mail in no less than 8-point roman type which shall be in a color or print which contrasts with the background so as to be easily legible. A post office box may be stated in lieu of a street address if the street address of the slate mailer organization or the committee primarily formed to support or oppose one or more ballot measure is a matter of public record with the Secretary of State’s Political Reform Division.
(2) At the top or bottom of the front side or surface of at least one insert or at the top or bottom of one side or surface of a postcard or other self-mailer, there is a notice in at least 8-point roman boldface type, which shall be in a color or print which contrasts with the background so as to be easily legible, and in a printed or drawn box and set apart from any other printed matter. The notice shall consist of the following statement:
NOTICE TO VOTERS
THIS DOCUMENT WAS PREPARED BY (name of slate mailer organization or committee primarily formed to support or oppose one or more ballot measures), NOT AN OFFICIAL POLITICAL PARTY ORGANIZATION. Appearance in this mailer does not necessarily imply endorsement of others appearing in this mailer, nor does it imply endorsement of, or opposition to, any issues set forth in this mailer. Appearance is paid for and authorized by each candidate and ballot measure which is designated by an *.
(3) The name, street address, and city of the slate mailer organization or committee primarily formed to support or oppose one or more ballot measures as required by paragraph (1) and the notice required by paragraph (2) may appear on the same side or surface of an insert.
(4) Each candidate and each ballot measure that has paid to appear in the slate mailer is designated by an *. Any candidate or ballot measure that has not paid to appear in the slate mailer is not designated by an *.
The * required by this subdivision shall be of the same type size, type style, color or contrast, and legibility as is used for the name of the candidate or the ballot measure name or number and position advocated to which the * designation applies except that in no case shall the * be required to be larger than 10-point boldface type. The designation shall immediately follow the name of the candidate, or the name or number and position advocated on the ballot measure where the designation appears in the slate of candidates and measures. If there is no slate listing, the designation shall appear at least once in at least 8-point boldface type, immediately following the name of the candidate, or the name or number and position advocated on the ballot measure.
(5) The name of any candidate appearing in the slate mailer who is a member of a political party differing from the political party which the mailer appears by representation or indicia to represent is accompanied, immediately below the name, by the party designation of the candidate, in no less than 9-point roman type which shall be in a color or print that contrasts with the background so as to be easily legible. The designation shall not be required in the case of candidates for nonpartisan office.
(b) For purposes of the designations required by paragraph (4) of subdivision (a), the payment of any sum made reportable by subdivision (c) of Section 84219 by or at the behest of a candidate or committee, whose name or position appears in the mailer, to the slate mailer organization or committee primarily formed to support or oppose one or more ballot measures, shall constitute a payment to appear, requiring the * designation. The payment shall also be deemed to constitute authorization to appear in the mailer. G.C. § 83405.5 (Repealed and added by Stats. 2004, Ch. 478, Sec. 9. Effective September 10, 2004.)
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[bookmark: _Toc171515776]FPPC Campaign Advertising – Requirements & Restrictions
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[bookmark: _Toc171515777]Chula Vista Sign Regulations
The following are general guidelines regarding signs in Chula Vista. The full text of the regulations, including specific requirements and other information follows below.
	Public Property
	Private Property

	Only attended or permitted signs meeting specific qualifications are allowed on public property.
	Signs meeting specific requirements are allowed four calendar months before the election and up to and including 10 calendar days following the election.



[bookmark: _Toc45129976][bookmark: _Toc171515778]Signs on Public Property
Signs on public property are regulated by the following sections of City Council Policy 465-02. This policy prohibits unattended political signs on public property. 
Excerpts from Council Policy 465-02:
III.	Signs Must Be Permitted or Exempted
Any sign posted on Public Property within the City, without a permit, without a decal showing evidence of a permit, and/or contrary to the policies stated herein, may be summarily removed as a trespass and a nuisance by the City. All issued Public Property sign permits must be consistent with the policies stated herein.
VI.	Temporary Political, Religious, Labor Protest and Other Noncommercial Signs in Traditional Public Forum Areas
In areas qualifying as traditional public forums, such as streets, parks and sidewalks, persons may display noncommercial message signs thereon without first obtaining a Public Property sign permit, provided that their sign displayed on Public Property conforms to all of the following:
A.	The signs must be personally held by a person, or personally attended by one or more persons. "Personally attended" means that a person is physically present within five feet of the sign at all times.
B.	The signs may be displayed only during the time period of sunrise to sunset.
C.	The maximum aggregate size of all signs held by a single person is 10 square feet.
D.	The maximum size of any one sign which is personally attended by two or more persons is 50 square feet.	
E.	The displayed signs may not be inflatable or air-activated.
F.	In order to serve the City’s interests in traffic flow and safety, persons displaying signs under this section may not stand in any vehicular traffic lane when a roadway is open for use by vehicles, and persons displaying signs on public sidewalks must give at least five feet width clearance for pedestrians to pass by.
If a person’s noncommercial sign does not conform to A.-F. of this paragraph, the sign shall not be allowed anywhere on Public Property. Council Policy 465-02, as amended by Resolution No. 2006-331
[bookmark: _Ref441576702][bookmark: _Toc45129977][bookmark: _Toc171515779]Signs on Private Property
Chula Vista Municipal Code § 19.60.600.K
K. Temporary Noncommercial Signs During Certain Periods. In addition to signage otherwise allowed in any zone, during the period of four calendar months preceding any scheduled election and up to and including 10 calendar days following such election, temporary signs bearing noncommercial messages (including but not limited to messages on the topics of politics, religion, science, arts, philosophy, etc.) may be displayed on private property (not including private property which is also public right-of-way), without permit, subject to the owner’s consent, and also subject to:
1. In agricultural and residential zones:
a. No sign may exceed five square feet in area.
b. Double-faced signs as defined in this chapter are permitted.
c. No sign shall be posted in such a manner that any portion of said sign is within five feet of the house side of the sidewalk and, if there is no sidewalk within 15 feet of said sign, then 15 feet from the house side of the street curb. Said signs must be placed at least five feet from the house side of intersecting sidewalks or if there are no sidewalks, then 15 feet from the house or back sides of intersecting curbs. Unless a further setback is required by the foregoing rules (as in the case of corner lots adjacent to intersecting streets), said signs shall be located at least five feet from side property lines except for lots located at intersections.
d. No sign shall exceed three and one-half feet in height in the front setback area, and such signs shall not exceed six feet in height in any area unless said sign is attached flush to any building. The measurement shall be taken from the ground level to the top of said sign.
e. No sign may be affixed to an already existing sign.
f. Nothing in this section shall be construed to render a property owner liable for the posting of a sign on his or her property.
2. In commercial and industrial zones:
a. No sign may exceed 12 square feet in area. Double-faced signs as defined in this chapter may be permitted.
b. No sign may be affixed to an already existing sign.
3. Removal. The procedure for the removal of temporary noncommercial signs is as follows:
a. Notice. The director shall give 24 hours’ notice to the owner of the sign (if known), of the city’s intent to remove any unauthorized temporary sign bearing a noncommercial message. The notice shall specify the provision of the sign ordinance being violated, and shall inform the owner that removal charges will be assessed. The owner may, within 24 hours of receiving notice, request a hearing before the director to appeal the decision to remove the sign. If the owner so requests, the sign shall not be removed until the hearing has been held and a final decision rendered. If the owner cannot be identified or located after reasonable effort, the sign may be treated as abandoned property and removed.
b. Appeal and Removal. In the absence of an appeal of the removal decision, the sign may be removed by the city and the reasonable cost thereof charged to the sign owner and/or persons responsible for placing the illegal sign. Such cost shall be set by resolution of city council. (Ord. 3083 § 1, 2007; Ord. 2924 § 2, 2003) 
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Description automatically generated]Questions regarding sign regulations? Want to report a violation? Contact Code Enforcement at www.chulavistaca.gov, complaints@chulavistaca.gov, (619) 691-5280, or submit a report through the ACT Chula Vista app (www.actchulavista.com). 

[bookmark: _Ref107923742][bookmark: _Toc171515780]Voting Options – Vote Center Model
The County of San Diego Board of Supervisors directed the Registrar of Voters to transition to the Voter’s Choice Act model of elections in 2021. Every active registered voter in San Diego County will now receive a ballot in the mail nearly a month before Election Day. In-person voting opportunities are available over multiple days. 
EVERY ACTIVE REGISTERED VOTER WILL RECEIVE A BALLOT IN THE MAIL
Vote Centers will replace traditional polling places. San Diego County voters can vote in person at any Vote Center in the County. Some Vote Centers will be open for 11 days and all Vote Center locations will be open four days, including Election Day. E.C. § 4005 (a)(10)(l)(i)

Voters can also return their ballots to any Vote Center, Mail Ballot Drop Box location, or by mail in the postage-paid return envelope. Ballots returned by mail must be postmarked on or before Election Day and received by the Registrar’s office within seven days following Election Day. E.C. § 3020(b)
A complete list of Vote Center and Mail Ballot Drop Box locations, including days and hours of operation, will be available at sdvote.com.
	SCHEDULE

	October 7
	Ballots begin to be mailed and are available in person at the Registrar of Voters. 

	November 5
	Voted ballots must be received at the Registrar of Voters’ office, or any Mail Ballot Drop Box location or Vote Center in San Diego County, no later than 8 p.m. on Election Day. Ballots returned by mail must be postmarked on or before Election Day and received by the Registrar’s office within seven days following Election Day.



[bookmark: _Toc171515781]Track Your Ballot
You can track your ballot every step of the way! You will know when it is mailed, received, and counted by the Registrar of Voters. Sign up for Where’s My Ballot at www.sdvote.com. 
[bookmark: _Toc171515782]Additional Information
[bookmark: _Toc171515783]Electioneering
(a) “Electioneering” means the visible display or audible dissemination of information that advocates for or against any candidate or measure on the ballot within the 100 foot limit specified in subdivision (b). Prohibited electioneering information or activity includes, but is not limited to, any of the following:
(1) A display of a candidate’s name, likeness, or logo.
(2) A display of a ballot measure’s number, title, subject, or logo.
(3) Buttons, hats, pencils, pens, shirts, signs, or stickers containing electioneering information.
(4) Dissemination of audible electioneering information.
(5) Obstructing access to, loitering near, or disseminating visible or audible electioneering information at vote by mail ballot drop boxes.
(b) The activities described in subdivision (a) are prohibited within 100 feet of either of the following:
(1) The entrance to a building that contains a polling place as defined by Section 338.5, an elections official’s office, or a satellite location specified in Section 3018.
(2) An outdoor site, including a curbside voting area, at which a voter may cast or drop off a ballot. E.C. § 319.5 (Amended by Stats. 2021, Ch. 318, Sec. 1. (SB 35) Effective January 1, 2022.)
(a) A person shall not, on election day, or at any time that a voter may be casting a ballot, within the 100 foot limit specified in subdivision (b), do any of the following:
(1) Circulate an initiative, referendum, recall, or nomination petition or any other petition.
(2) Solicit a vote or speak to a voter on the subject of marking the voter’s ballot.
(3) Place a sign relating to voters’ qualifications or speak to a voter on the subject of the voter’s qualifications except as provided in Section 14240.
(4) Do any electioneering as defined by Section 319.5.
(b) The activities described in subdivision (a) are prohibited within 100 feet of either of the following:
(1) The entrance to a building that contains a polling place as defined by Section 338.5, an elections official’s office, or a satellite location specified in Section 3018.
(2) An outdoor site, including a curbside voting area, at which a voter may cast or drop off a ballot.
[bookmark: _Hlk149228808](c) A person shall not, on election day, or at any time that a voter may be casting a ballot, do any of the following within the immediate vicinity of a voter in line to cast a ballot or drop off a ballot:
(1) Solicit a vote.
(2) Speak to a voter about marking the voter’s ballot.
(3) Disseminate visible or audible electioneering information.
(d) Any person who violates any of the provisions of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor. E.C. § 18370 (Amended by Stats. 2021, Ch. 318, Sec. 4. (SB 35) Effective January 1, 2022.)
(a) No candidate or representative of a candidate, and no proponent, opponent, or representative of a proponent or opponent, of an initiative, referendum, or recall measure, or of a charter amendment, shall solicit the vote of a vote by mail voter, or do any electioneering, while in the residence or in the immediate presence of the voter, and during the time he or she knows the vote by mail voter is voting.
(b) Any person who knowingly violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor.
(c) This section shall not be construed to conflict with any provision of the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended, nor to preclude electioneering by mail or telephone or in public places, except as prohibited by Section 18370, or by any other provision of law. E.C. § 18371 (Amended by Stats. 2007, Ch. 508, Sec. 113. Effective January 1, 2008.)
[bookmark: _Toc171515784]Election Night Activities
Shortly after the Vote Centers close at 8 p.m., the first report containing mail ballot voting results will be released. As Vote Center ballots are returned to the Registrar’s office for tabulation, vote results are updated. Updates occur approximately every 30 minutes until all results are reported. Typically, the first precinct results are reported by 10 p.m.
The ballot tabulation process is open for public viewing. All observers must wear badges.
[bookmark: _Ref107923743][bookmark: _Toc171515785]Election Results
[bookmark: _Hlk149228827][bookmark: _Toc438110383]Election results will be reported on the Registrar of Voters’ website: www.sdvote.com on election night beginning shortly after 8 p.m. until all precincts are reported and the ballots counted.
Mail ballots dropped off at the polls and provisional ballots are counted during the 30 days following the election. The results online are updated periodically after each “add-on count.”
The semi-official (election night) precinct breakdown is available Thursday after the election at the Registrar of Voters Office.
The registrar must conduct the official canvass of the returns within 30 days after the election. When the canvass is completed, a certified statement of the results is submitted to the Secretary of State, the Board of Supervisors, and affected jurisdictions.

[bookmark: _Toc171515786]Election Violations
During each election season, the City Clerk’s Office receives many inquiries regarding possible election violations. Following is a list of contacts for various election violations. The City Clerk’s Office is not an enforcement agency and is not authorized to investigate any apparent violations.
	Violation
	Enforcement Agency
	Contact Information

	False or Misleading Campaign Materials
	There is no enforcement agency for false or misleading campaign materials; these issues must be addressed in court.

	Violations of the Political Reform Act (e.g. mass mailing requirements, slate mailers, campaign disclosure, proper use of campaign funds, or disclosure of economic interests)
	Fair Political Practices Commission
	www.fppc.ca.gov 
Complaint@fppc.ca.gov
(866) 275-3772

	Election Fraud
	District Attorney
	(619) 531-4051

	Unlawful Use of Public Funds, violations of the Elections Code, the Penal Code, or any laws other than the Political Reform Act
	District Attorney
	(619) 531-4051

	Violations of Sign Regulations in Chula Vista
	City of Chula Vista – Code Enforcement
	www.chulavistaca.gov
(619) 691-5280
complaints@chulavistaca.gov
ACT Chula Vista app (www.actchulavista.com)

	Violations of the Chula Vista Campaign Contribution Ordinance
	Special Counsel to the City of Chula Vista (CVMC 2.52.140)
	File a written complaint with the City Clerk, in accordance with CVMC section 2.52.140(E)
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Fair Political Practices Commission

Filing Schedule for
Candidates and their Controlled Committees for Local Office
Listed on the November 5, 2024 Ballot

fooaameronos” —Trom 1 hons ]

Jui31 + All commitiees must file this statement.
R

Within 24 B7T24-111524 437 = Fileifa contrbution of $1,000 of more inthe aggregate is received from a single source.
Hours = Fileifa contribution of $1,000 of more in the aggregate is made to o in connection with another candidate or
Election Cycle measure listed on the November 5, 2024, ballot
Reports = The recipient of a non-monetary contribution of $1,000 or more in the aggregate must il a Form 497 within
48 hours from the ime the contribution is received.
* File by personal delivery, e-mail,quaranteed ovemight service, o fax. The comittee may also fl oniine, i
availabl.
PIVIJN 7124-92124 48001« Each candidate listed on the ballot must file Form 450 or Form 470 (see below).

 All commitiees must file this statement.
= File by personal delivery or guaranteed ovemight service. The commitiee may also il online, f available.

+ All commitiees must file Form 460 unless the commitiee fled termination Forms 410 and 460 before:
December 31, 2024.

Additional Notes:

« *Period Covered: The period covered by any statement begins on the ay after the closing date ofthe laststatement e, or January 1, fno previous.
statement has been filed.

+ Local Ordinance: Aways check on whether aditonal local ruies apply.

+ Deadiine Extensions: Deadines are extended when they fall on a Saturday, Sunday, or an offiialstate hoiiday. This extension does not apply to a 24-
Hour/10-Day Contrbuion Report (Form 457) that s due the weekend before the slection, and this extension never applies to any 24-Hour/10-Day Independent
Expenditure Report (Form 436). Such reports must be fled within 24 hours, regardless of the day of the week.

+ Method of Delivery: Al paper fiings may be fled by fri-class mai unless otherwise noted. A paper copy of a statement may not be required ifa local agency
requires oniine fling pursuant to a local ordinance.

« Form 501: Allcandidates must fle Form 501 (Candidate Intention Statement) before solicitingireceiving contributions.
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Fair Political Practices Commission

Form 460: Candidates who have raisedispent 52,000 or more file Form 450. The Form 410 (Statement of Organization) must also b filed once 52,000 of more:
has been raised/spent.

Form 470: Candidates who do not raise or spend $2,000 or more (or antcipate raising or spending 52,000 or more) in 2024 and do not have an open committee.
‘may file Form 470 on or before September 2, 2024.If the candidate raises or spends 52,000 o more, later during the calendar year, a Form 470 Supplement
and a Form 410 must be fled.

Independent Expenditures: Commitiees making independent expenditures totaling $1,000 of more to support of 0ppos ofher candidates or balot measures:
also fle:
= Form 496;: This form is due within 24 hours if made i the 90-day, 24-hour reporting period of the candidate's or measure’s election. Refer o the.
‘appiicable fling schedule. Form 46 is fied with the fing officer n the jurisdicton of the affected candidate or measure.

= Form 462: This verification form must be e-mafled to the FPPC within 10 days.

After the Election: Reporting requirements wil depend on whether the candidate is successful and whether a campaign commitiee is open. See Campaian
Disclosure Manual 2 fo additional information.

Public Documents: All statements and reports are public documents.

Resources: Campaign manuals and ofher insiructional material are available on the Campaign Rules page. O, visit www.fope.ca.gov > Leam > Campaign
Rules.

i Advis: Phne Adice:
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TERMINATING YOUR COMMITTEE

For local candidates

YOU MAY TERMINATE IF:
(All the following criteria must be met.)
* You have filed all required campaign statements.
* Your final campaign statement has a $0 balance.
ipate receiving further contributions.
ipate making further expenditures
* You are not expecting a refund for filing or ballot statement fees paid from committee funds

FORMS TO COMPLETE:
In addition to checking the appropriate “Type of Statement” box, remember to check the
“Termination” box on all termination statements.
* Form 410 — File original with the Secretary of State (SOS) and a copy with your local
filing officer
« Form 460 — File original with your lacal filing officer

REMEMEER:

 Form 460 Semi-Annual Statements are due January 31 and July 31 (or next business day).

* Funds become surplus 90 days after the end of the semi-annual reporting period.

* Terminate by December 31 to avoid paying next year's $50 annual fee to the SOS.

* Verify if your local jurisdiction has campaign ordinances with additional requirements other than
those imposed the Political Reform Act.

BUT WHATIF..
Iiled a Form 470 (Officeholder and Candidate Campaign Statement - Short Form)?

Defeated candidates who filed the Form 470 have no reporting obligations after the election f they did
not raise or spend $2000 or more during the election.

Successful candidates (officeholders) who filed the Form 470 and who do not raise or spend $2,000 or
more during the calendar year are required to file the Form 470 by July 31 each year if their elected
position pays them $200 or more per month.

Judges who filed a Form 470 should contact their filing officer for fling requirements.

1 still have funds in my campaign bank account?
Until the funds become surplus, you may use campaign funds for political, legisiative, or governmental
purposes. You may also donate funds to bona fide charitable, educational, civic, religious, or similar tax
exempt, non-profit organizations. The donation may not personally benefit the candidate, treasurer, o
his/her spouse or dependent children

Ihave outstanding debt?
You may file your termination statements showing outstanding debt. In doing 5o, you are declaring that
you do not have the ability to discharge debis, loans, or other obligations. If you wish to continue.
fundraising, you may not terminate the committee.

Inced more information?
See FPPC Campaign Disclosure Manual 2 for Local Candidates. You may also e-mail the FPPC for advice at
2dvice@fonc.ca.gov or call 866-275-3772 Mon-Thurs, 9-11:30 a.m.

T e e it s sera v of o b for i, Bt o e et s e e
i A o o e o S, oo e hh 5 e e i ol e o5
rpicon o e u1s




image5.png
Political Advertising Disclosures

Communications by Candidate Committees for their own Election

The disclosure must include, unless otherwise noted: “Paid for by committee name”

Examples: “Paid for by Jones for Assembly 20XX"
“Paid for by Friends of Smith for Mayor 20XX"

Communication Disclosure and Manner of Display
All mass mailings - more than 200 substantially similar + Candidate’s committee name and address (on file with Form 410)
pieces of mail sent within a calendar month on outside of mailing (if no Form 410 on file, use candidate’s name and
address).

« “Paid for by” must be in the same color and font as the committee
name and address and immediately in front of or above the name and
address.

« If sent by more than one candidate or committee:
© Also on at least one insert in the mailing.
o Noless than 6-point type and in a contrasting print or color.

« Return envelopes (if included in solicitation) - committee’s name,
address and ID number are recommended but not required.

All mass electronic mail - more than 200 substantially « “Paid for by [name of candidate or committee]” must be in at least

similar emails sent within a calendar month the same size font as a majority of the text (no address s required on
mass electronic mailings)

Newspaper ads o Refer to the Elections Code for newspaper ad disclosure requirements.

advice@ippecagor 18662753772 0r 9163225660
e ppccagoy FPPCEEAU + 032.08-2023  Page 1 of 4
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Candidate Committee Communications for their own Election

Communication Disclosure and Manner of Display
Telephone calls advocating candidate’s own election - | « Must identify the candidate’s committee that authorized or paid for the
500 or more calls similar in nature and made by: call or an organization authorizing the call that fles campaign reports.
« Vendors (“robo” calls); or « Muststate that the call is “paid for by” or “authorized by” the identified

«  Paid individuals other than the candidate, campaign candidate or organization.
manager or volunteers o Examples: This call was paid for by Senator Jones;
This call was authorized by [name of committee].

o Any time during the call.

« NolD required on telephone calls personally dialed by candidate,
campaign manager or volunteers.

Radio and television* ads « Radio: "Ad paid for by" followed by name of committee as it appears on

*Television ads include those distributed via streaming most recent Form 410 at the beginning or end of advertisement read in

technology or viewed via connected TV. a clearly spoken manner with pitch and tone substantially similar to the
rest of advertisement.

« Television: “Ad paid for by" followed by name of committee as it
appears on most recent Form 410 shown for at least four seconds.
Letters must be in a type size greater than or equal to four percent of
the height of the screen. If the television ad is shorter than the required
disclosure display time, the disclosure may be displayed for the length

of the advertisement.
Electronic media ads (non-social media) « “Paid for by committee name” and committee 1D number are
(Websites, blogs, graphics, images, animated graphics, or recommended but not legally required.

animated images.)

advice@ippecagov 18662753772 or 9163225660
www.bpccagov FPPCEEAU + 032.08-2023 + Page 2 of 4
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Candidate Committee Communications for their own Election

Communication Disclosure and Manner of Display

Social media ads Advertisements in the form of posts, comments or other communications
‘made via social media must include “Ad paid for by,” disclosure ina
contrasting color that s easily readable by the average viewer in no less
than 10-point font on each individual post that is an advertisement.

« Disclosures are not required on social media advertisements for which
the only expense or cost of the communication is compensated staff
time unless the social media account where the content s posted was
created only for the purpose of advertisements.

« Anadvertisement for which a committee pays a third party to post
from a social media account that is not the committee’s account must
include a tag, or otherwise include a link t, the social media profile or
Social media landing page of the committee that paid for the
advertisement.

Billboards, signs (including yard signs), faxes, business |« “Paid for by committee name and committee ID number are
cards, door hangers, flyers, and posters recommended but not legally required.

‘Text messages sent using mass distribution technology | « “Paid for by” or “With" followed by the name of the candidate
followed by “For” followed by the name of the office sought.

o IFWith” is used:

o The individual sending the text shall identify themselves by
including: “(name of the individual) with (name of the candidate)
for (name of elective office).”
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Communication Disclosure and Manner of Display

o Adisclosure using “With" may appear anywhere in the text
message, including conversational content, and need not appear as
aseparate statement apart from the content of the message.

o For text message exchanges consisting of a sequence of multiple text
messages sent on the same day the disclosure is only required on the
first text message in the sequence that supports or opposes a candidate
or measure.

o Text required to be included in a text message must be in a color that
reasonably contrasts with the background on which it appears and in a
font size that is readable by the average viewer.

‘The information on this chart does not carry the force of law. If there are any discrepancies between the chart and the Act or its
corresponding regulations and opinions, the Act and its regulations and opinions will control. Communications made by a candidate to
support or oppose a ballot measure or other candidates are not addressed in this chart.

*Ifa disclosure statement required by local ordinance is substantially similar to a disclosure statement required under the Act, the two
disclosure statements may be merged into a single statement.

References: Government Code Sections: B2041.5, 84305, 84310, 84502, 84504.2, 84504.3, 84504.4, 84504.8
Title 2 Regulations: 18435, 18440, 18450.4, 18450.8, 184509
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